Course of the Week – St. Andrews Eden Course




St. Andrews Eden Course – The quiet one

By David Brice / Golf International, Inc.

St. Andrews boasts six municipal courses inside the town walls with a seventh under construction. The Eden Course remains the least familiar to most visitors, but holds a surprisingly worthy challenge for all. 

The small Scottish town of St. Andrews, population just 16,000, has been the undisputed, world headquarters of golf for almost 600 years. This is where golf was born and grew into the game we know today. It is here where the governing body of golf, the Royal & Ancient Golf Club, founded in 1754, wrote the original rules of the game and still oversees rules changes as well as the development of golf on a global basis. It is appropriately in St. Andrews where you will find The British Golf Museum, with its impressive collection of golfing memorabilia and it’s also the town that gave us some of golf’s great names, including Old Tom Morris who was born and died here. 

St. Andrews is a town synonymous with golf and a place that takes its golf very seriously. Nowhere is this more apparent than in the six golf courses, soon to be seven, owned by the local council.

Shining centerpiece among these municipal courses is the fabled Old Course, the magnet that has drawn pilgrim golfers from every point on the compass for six centuries. Only slightly less known these days is the perhaps tougher, New Course and the equally testing Jubilee Course. Both have been around for more than a hundred years, earning the respect of literally, generations of the world’s best players.

But what of the remaining three courses that live in the shadow of their powerhouse siblings? Two of them will be of little significance to most serious visiting golfers – The Balgove Course is a simple, 1520 yard – 9 hole track, best suited to children and beginners. The Strathtyrum Course sports a full 18 holes, but at a modest 5,620 yards and only 15 bunkers on the entire track, lacks the teeth to provide the relished, St. Andrews challenge most visitors are looking for.

The Eden Course however, is a layout of an entirely different color and as difficult as it may be to understand, remains a true hidden gem in this, the home of golf. Locate The Eden anyplace other than in St. Andrews and golfers would be lining up to play it. 

Opened in 1914, The Eden is the handiwork of the great Harry S. Colt, considered one of the world’s leading golf architects. Among his endless list of design credits - Royal Portrush and Royal Belfast in Northern Ireland; England’s Alwoodley, Rye, Sunningdale, Swinley Forest and Wentworth. He was responsible for St. Cloud in Paris and top ranked courses in Germany, Holland, Spain and Sweden, as well as a few highly esteemed courses on this side of the Atlantic - Burning Tree, Sea Island, Briarwood and Pine Valley among them. Mr. Colt was a man with impeccable credentials.

Colt favored the strategic approach to course design and rather than adopting the harsher, more punitive designs of his contemporaries, focused on rewarding course management and carefully thought out shot-making, something that comes across quite clearly on The Eden.

Measuring a deceivingly short 6,195 yards of pure links from the tips, the fact that it runs immediately alongside The Old Course on the seaward side, is somewhat protected from the brunt of the elements that can cruelly buffet its older brother The wind however, as on any links, remains a factor and must always be considered. But The Eden has other defenses to keep even the thinking golfer on their toes.

There is a natural flow to the layout that can lull the unsuspecting into a sense of false security and the misconception that the task ahead will be trouble free. Remember, this is the home of golf and The Eden is duty bound to provide that St. Andrews challenge every visitor anticipates.

For the most part the fairways are generously wide, but watch out for the wind coming in from The Eden Estuary, which can compound with the out of bounds and some awkward rough, to narrow them unexpectedly. The bunkering presented by The Eden, whether fairway or greenside, is ingeniously placed and a constant reminder that accuracy is the key to a successful round here.

And always be prepared for what is probably the primary weapon in The Eden’s defense arsenal – the greens. On no other St. Andrews course, nor in fact many in all of Scotland will you find greens that contain so many contours, ridges, valleys, curves and undulations as The Eden is able to produce. Sometimes subtle, often not, two putts will quickly become a rarity for the poorly placed approach shot or the golfer who fails to consider each hole with a degree of concern. One of Harry Colt’s hallmarks was his complex contouring of greens and at The Eden, he has excelled.

Venture to St. Andrews and try your best to secure a time on The Old Course, but during your stay in this golfing Mecca, remember there are three more very worthy courses in town, all within walking distance of your hotel, each calling out to be played. The Eden may not have the loudest voice, perhaps because the locals want to keep it to themselves, but play one round here and you are assured of a wonderful St. Andrews experience and a round of golf that will be thoroughly enjoyable and yet another taste of golf’s history.

And what of that seventh St. Andrews course? It’s already under construction and scheduled to open in 2007. Not officially named as yet, it’s going under the mysterious sounding code name of Course Number 7.

For a few ideas on how to include more St. Andrews golf in your Scottland trip, click here.
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